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• Thesis #1:
Visible, equal, and rightly enumerated.
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• Thesis #3:
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The Constitutive Difficulty of Enumerating 
People of African Descent in Mexico

1. The slave trade of people of African descent was comparatively short.
2. By the second half of the 17th Century, the majority of afrodescendants 

were free.
3. Mexico was one of the first countries to abolish slavery (by an 

Afrodescendant president).
4. People of African descent were early excluded from the national 

representation in the early 19th Century.
5. The afromexican population was rendered invisible by the first modern 

census of the late 19th Century.
6. The enumeration of racial categories for people of African descent was 

not implemented in 20th Century censuses.
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Slave Trade of People of African Descent
(1514-1652)

(Slave Voyages Database)



Slave Trade of People of African Descent
(1514-1865)

(Slave Voyages Database)
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Population by Castas in New Spain
(1570-1810)

(Adapted from Aguirre (1981:234))

Slaves Free Indo-Mestizos Euro-Mestizos
3,366,860 20,569 2,437 2,435 11,067 6,644

98.7% 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2%
1,269,607 35,089 116,529 109,042 168,568 13,780

74.1% 2.0% 6.8% 6.4% 9.8% 0.8%
1,540,256 20,131 266,196 249,368 391,512 9,814

62.2% 0.8% 10.7% 10.1% 15.8% 0.4%
2,319,741 6,100 369,790 418,568 677,458 7,904

61.1% 0.2% 9.7% 11.0% 17.8% 0.2%
3,676,281 10,000 624,461 704,245 1,092,367 15,000

60.0% 0.2% 10.2% 11.5% 17.8% 0.2%

1570

1646

1742

1793

1810

3,410,012

1,712,615

2,477,277

3,799,561

6,122,354

Year Indigenous 
Afrodescendants Mestizos

Europeans Total



Afrodescendent Population in Selected Latin
American Countries (ca. 1810)

(Andrews 2004:41)
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Abolition of Slavery in 
Latin America
(1793-1886)
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Mexican Census of 1930

“The data collected on race, in addition to implying an antiscientific
concept, have progressively turned out to be more false, to the point of
no longer deserving any credit. Except in rare cases, such as those
presented by groups still isolated from national life, […] very few
individuals have knowledge of the ethnic characteristics of their
grandparents and none of those of their great-grandparents.”

Dirección General de Estadística (1930)
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(Loveman, 2014, p. 241, 253, con correcciones del autor)



Implications 
for 

Understanding 
Ethnoracial 

Inequality in 
Mexico

1. The configuration of blackness in Mexico is 
multiple.

2. There is not a single form of ethnoracial 
inequality affecting people of African 
descent.

3. Territorial inequality is as important as 
categorical inequality.

4. Measuring ethnoracial inequality, using 
national aggregates and national averages, 
can be misleading.
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